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Emily Kennedy: We founded our company in 2014. There was this unique problem that we could
apply technology to solve. Children were increasingly being advertise online for sex, and that
made it a lot more difficult for the detectives to track them.
This is a problem that’s constantly evolving, criminals are developing new tactics, so we’re
going to respond to those and put the technology into the hands of law enforcement.
Our approach has been really a lean bootstrap approach to building this company. And for
groups like ours, it can often be difficult to find funding that’s right. So UpPrize was huge for us.
Kenya Boswell: The purpose of UpPrize was to combine impact investing with a research based
social innovation challenge. The main two things we were looking for with our winners, were
ideas, innovations, and products that can have both a social and financial return.
Anna Kearney: We know that social finance has an impact on the world and in people’s lives,
but also generates financial return. We’ve seen examples of it and Marinus is a perfect one to
point to. Marinus has clarity of purpose.
Emily Kennedy: Through UpPrize we received $150,000 in investment and $50,000 in grants,
and it’s really helped us grow our team and get things off the ground a lot faster. Companies like
BNY Mellon and The Forbes Funds have the opportunity to make a really big impact. And so I
really appreciate that they took the opportunity to not only offer funding but really say this is
just not for a monetary return.
The criminals are motivated to evolve very quickly and especially to leverage new technologies
to do what they do. We need to be just as motivated to use technology to make a social impact.

BNY Mellon is the corporate brand of The Bank of New York Mellon Corporation and may be used as a generic term
to reference the corporation as a whole and/or its various subsidiaries generally. BNY Mellon will not be
responsible for updating any information contained within this material and opinions and information contained
herein are subject to change without notice. BNY Mellon assumes no direct or consequential liability for any errors
in or reliance upon this material. This material may not be reproduced or disseminated in any form without the
prior written permission of BNY Mellon.
© 2016 The Bank of New York Mellon Corporation. All rights reserved.

bnymellon.com

